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THAT THE GENERALS DO ALSO. SITUATION HAS CHANGED DRASTICALLY SINCE 
21 AUGUST. IF THE NGO FAMILY WINS NOW, THEY AND VIETNAM WILL STAGGER 
ON TO FINAL DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE AND THE VIET CONG 
SHOULD A GENERALS’- REVOLT OCCUR AND BE PUT DOWN, GVN WILL SHARPLY 
REDUCE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. EVEN IF THEY DID NOT DO SO, 
IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION AND CONGRESS, AS WELL AS 
WORLD OPINION, WOULD FORCE WITHDRAWAL OR REDUCTION OF AMERICAN SUPPORT 

FOR VIETNAM UNDER THE NGO ADMINISTRATION. 

3. BLOODSHED CAN BE AVOIDED IF THE NGO FAMILY WOULD STEP DOWN 
BEFORE THE COMING ARMED ACTION. /IF GENERAL DINH WOULD JOIN WITH THE 
OTHER GENERALS, IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE NGO FAMILY MIGHT SURRENDER 
WITHOUT A FINAL FIGHT. UP TO NOW, DINH HAS REMAINED FIRMLY ON THE 
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5. IT IS OBVIOUSLY PREFERABLE THAT THE GENERALS CONDUCT THIS 
EFFORT WITHOUT APPARENT AMERICAN ASSISTANCE. OTHERWISE, FOR A LONG 
TIME IN THE FUTURE, THEY WILL BE VULNERABLE TO CHARGES OF BEING 
AMERICAN PUPPETS, WHICH THEY ARE NOT IN ANY SENSE. NEVERTHELESS, WE AL1 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE EFFORT MUST SUCCEED AND THAT WHATEVER NEEDS TO BE 
DONE ON OUR PART MUST BE DONE. IF THIS ATTEMPT BY THE GENERALS 
DOES NOT TAKE PLACE OR IF IT FAILS, WE BELIEVE IT NO EXAGGERATION. 

TO SAY THAT VIETNAM RUNS SERIOUS RISK OF BEING LOST OVER THE COURSE 

OF TIME. 

6. THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN SHOWN TO LODGE AND TRUEHEART. 
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